
Drawing Skills List 

A more extended list of terms can be found on the student shared area in the Art 

folder 

 

Proportion:  The relation of one thing to another with respect to size and 

placement 

Scale: The size of an object/drawing on the page or in its surroundings 

Space:  The distance between/around objects or parts of a landscape (eg: 

fore ground, background) 

Symmetry:  Balance created by making both sides of an artwork the 

same, equal or almost the same. 

Shading- A way of showing gradual changes in lightness or darkness 

(tone) in a drawing or painting. Shading helps make a picture look more 

realistic, describing the form of a 3 dimensional object. 

Blend- To mix or rub colours or tones together. This can be done by 

smudging with fingers or varying pressure on the pencil. 

Texture- The way a surface looks and feels, such as smooth, rough, or bumpy. 

Texture is an element of art 

Mark making:  using your pencil in different ways to record shading 

and texture.  For example, crosshatching and pointillism.  

Perspective- A way of making a flat artwork look as if it has depth. In a 

painting, an artist creates perspective by making far-away objects 

smaller and nearby objects larger, also the angle that you look at 

something from. 

Shape- A flat area, such as a circle or a square, that has clear 

boundaries. Shape is an element of art.   

Line- A mark on a surface. Lines can be created by a pen, pencil, brush, 

stick etc., on a variety of surfaces. Line is an element of art.  Line 

drawings do not have any shading. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=proportion+in+art&hl=en&sa=X&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=q7hGPTTp01YLOM:&imgrefurl=http://www.conceptart.org/forums/showthread.php?t=204233&docid=PU8GptADiEVirM&imgurl=http://www.creativespotlite.com/drawing/images/face-proportion.jpg&w=216&h=268&ei=VRy2T56CCInF0QWLh621Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=336&vpy=185&dur=1199&hovh=214&hovw=172&tx=62&ty=85&sig=105807300957898352834&page=4&tbnh=143&tbnw=117&start=48&ndsp=17&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:48,i:209
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=scale+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=tHgRCKxScOR4xM:&imgrefurl=http://www.geology.wisc.edu/~museum/hughes/DinoDraw.html&docid=9Oo1z3lwvwUGUM&imgurl=http://www.geology.wisc.edu/~museum/hughes/Diplodocus_longus.gif&w=333&h=261&ei=Ch-2T6XPL-Sr0QWMxcG6Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=114&vpy=124&dur=2554&hovh=199&hovw=254&tx=152&ty=119&sig=105807300957898352834&page=2&tbnh=161&tbnw=205&start=10&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:10,i:160
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=scale+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=tHgRCKxScOR4xM:&imgrefurl=http://www.geology.wisc.edu/~museum/hughes/DinoDraw.html&docid=9Oo1z3lwvwUGUM&imgurl=http://www.geology.wisc.edu/~museum/hughes/Diplodocus_longus.gif&w=333&h=261&ei=Ch-2T6XPL-Sr0QWMxcG6Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=114&vpy=124&dur=2554&hovh=199&hovw=254&tx=152&ty=119&sig=105807300957898352834&page=2&tbnh=161&tbnw=205&start=10&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:10,i:160
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=shading&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=qYatgbclAX6zXM:&imgrefurl=http://www.artinstructionblog.com/drawing-lesson-how-to-shade-pencil-drawings-by-miranda-aschenbrenner&docid=_jx7826CE5350M&imgurl=http://www.artinstructionblog.com/wp-content/themes/lifestyle_10/images/shadeasphere6.jpg&w=500&h=390&ei=QC62T5bICLOY1AWc2PypCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=texture+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=6XiaOj6AA4RPRM:&imgrefurl=http://drawsketch.about.com/od/learntodrawanimals/ss/drawdog_7.htm&docid=pY1jtFrjWJvFQM&imgurl=http://0.tqn.com/d/drawsketch/1/5/Z/J/drawdog6&w=334&h=400&ei=BzC2T8PtBqml0QXi2PG4Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=757&vpy=153&dur=1782&hovh=246&hovw=205&tx=127&ty=190&sig=105807300957898352834&page=2&tbnh=149&tbnw=146&start=10&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:10,i:113
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=perspective+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=I5qBIAn7P8GVgM:&imgrefurl=http://wp.tlt.psu.edu/engineeringdesign100/2012/04/26/drawing/&docid=DVxXk06ApKWx6M&imgurl=http://wp.tlt.psu.edu/engineeringdesign100/files/2012/04/perspective1.jpg&w=600&h=351&ei=rDO2T7CtE6PS0QXI57WeCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=455&vpy=230&dur=2287&hovh=172&hovw=294&tx=127&ty=134&sig=105807300957898352834&page=1&tbnh=103&tbnw=176&start=0&ndsp=10&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0,i:153
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=shape+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=8gcu7JDC_v2z1M:&imgrefurl=http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/2685/1/1/how-to-draw-a-cartoon-bull.htm&docid=sQxZNjsac0ehZM&imgurl=http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/pics/9/2685/11655/how-to-draw-a-cartoon-bull-step-4.jpg&w=965&h=825&ei=RjS2T7i9N4Si0QX8zc2bCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=103&vpy=191&dur=1421&hovh=208&hovw=243&tx=86&ty=126&sig=105807300957898352834&page=3&tbnh=148&tbnw=173&start=28&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:28,i:150
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=line+art&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=JZJUnUpQx5b9yM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sam-morrison.com/2009/03/thom-yorke-line-art-drawing.html&docid=4nfbaH9uxkSBNM&imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3458/3371036849_cda6a6baea.jpg&w=345&h=500&ei=ojW2T8vAMsjQ0QXPu72WCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=360&vpy=131&dur=2811&hovh=270&hovw=186&tx=91&ty=182&sig=105807300957898352834&page=1&tbnh=128&tbnw=88&start=0&ndsp=13&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:155
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=space+in+art+drawing&um=1&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=IbX2SBl6fM6zSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.electricscotland.com/art/rightside2.htm&docid=e795hn8TFmBqSM&imgurl=http://www.electricscotland.com/art/space.jpg&w=596&h=431&ei=4B-2T7npBKq-0QWa_PXBCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=246&vpy=119&dur=650&hovh=191&hovw=264&tx=168&ty=101&sig=105807300957898352834&page=2&tbnh=139&tbnw=185&start=10&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:10,i:109

